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Until the Rulers Obey
Voices from Latin American Social Movements 
Edited by Clifton Ross and Marcy Rein
Foreword by Raúl Zibechi
Until the Rulers Obey brings together voices from the movements behind the 
wave of change that swept Latin America at the turn of the twenty-first century. 
These movements have galvanized long-silent—or silenced—sectors of society: 
indigenous people, campesinos, students, the LGBT community, the unemployed, 
and all those left out of the promised utopia of a globalized economy. They have 
deployed a wide range of strategies and actions, sometimes building schools 
or clinics, sometimes occupying factories or fields, sometimes building and 
occupying political parties to take the reins of the state, and sometimes resisting 
government policies in order to protect their new-found power in community.

This unique collection of interviews features five dozen leaders and grassroots 
activists from fifteen countries presenting their work and debating pressing 
questions of power, organizational forms, and relations with the state. They have 
mobilized on a wide range of issues: fighting against mines and agribusiness 
and for living space, rural and urban; for social space won through recognition 
of language, culture, and equal participation; for community and environmental 
survival. The book is organized in chapters by country with each chapter 
introduced by a solidarity activist, writer, or academic with deep knowledge 
of the place. This indispensable compilation of primary source material gives 
participants, students, and observers of social movements a chance to learn 
from their experience.

Contributors include NISGUA, Luis Ballesteros, Marc Becker, Margi Clarke, 
Benjamin Dangl, Mar Daza, Mickey Ellinger, Michael Fox, J. Heyward, Raphael 
Hoetmer, Hilary Klein, Diego Benegas Loyo, Courtney Martinez, Chuck Morse, 
Mario A. Murillo, Phil Neff, Fabíola Ortiz dos Santos, Hernán Ouviña, Margot 
Pepper, Adrienne Pine, Marcy Rein, Christy Rodgers, Clifton Ross, Susan 
Spronk, Marie Trigona, Jeffery R. Webber, and Raúl Zibechi.

ABOUT THE EDITORS
Clifton Ross is a translator, filmmaker, and writer who has traveled extensively 
in Latin America and worked in solidarity with its social movements for more 
than thirty years. His first feature-length film, Venezuela: Revolution from the 
Inside Out, was released in 2008 by PM Press.

Marcy Rein is a writer, editor, and organizer who has engaged with a wide range 
of social movements and organizational forms over the last thirty-five years, 
including publication collectives, labor unions, and community organizations. 
Her articles have appeared in women’s, queer, labor, and left publications. She 
also worked for the International Longshore and Warehouse Union for almost 
twelve years, writing for its newspaper and serving as the communications 
specialist for its organizing department.

ACCOLADES
“Latin America is the last region in the world that still has a vibrant Enlightenment 
left, which sets both the practical agenda in terms of policy and the horizon in 
terms of utopia. This wonderfully edited collection of analysis and first-person 
accounts shows why. It assembles people who are both activists and analysts, 
who see no difference between interpreting and changing the world. It deserves 
a wide audience.”

—Greg Grandin, author of Empire’s Workshop and Fordlandia


